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4 4.7 4-8 4.7 The RAI and Care Planning 
As required at 42 CFR § 483.21(b), the comprehensive care 
plan is an interdisciplinary communication tool. It must 
include measurable objectives and time frames and must 
describe the services that are to be furnished to attain or 
maintain the resident’s highest practicable physical, mental, 
and psychosocial well-being. The care plan must be reviewed 
and revised periodically, and the services provided or arranged 
must be consistent with each resident’s written plan of care. 
Refer to 42 CFR § 483.20(d), which notes that a nursing home 
must maintain all resident assessments completed within the 
previous 15 months in the resident’s active record and use the 
results of the assessments to develop, review, and revise the 
resident’s comprehensive plan of care. Regulatory 
requirements related to care planning in nursing homes are 
located at 42 CFR § 483.20(b)(1) and (2)1 and are specified in 
the interpretive guidelines (F tags) in Appendix PP of the State 
Operations Manual (SOM). The SOM can be found at: 
https://www.cms.gov/regulations-and-
guidance/guidance/manuals/internet-only-manuals-ioms-
items/cms1201984. 
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